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1. Independent and impartial body, established
in 2003 and reformed in 2011

2. Promote and monitor the implementation of
the UN Tourism Global Code of Ethics in
Tourism

3. Monitor the implementation of the provisions
of the Framework Convention on Tourism
Ethics (once it enters into force)

4. Reports directly to the UN Tourism General
Assembly

WORLD COMMITTEE ON TOURISM ETHICS



1. Set of principles designed towards the development of a 
responsible and sustainable future;

2. Adopted in 1999 by the UN Tourism General Assembly and 
acknowledged in 2001 by the UN GA;

3. Its Main Objective is maximizing tourism’s benefits while
minimizing its potentially negative impact;

4. Available in and translated by 43 countries and territories into 
their official national language.



Private Sector Commitment to the Global Code 
of Ethics for Tourism

A public declaration by tourism enterprises or associations to uphold and 
integrate the Code´s principles in their corporate governance.

Signatories pledge to:

1. Observe the Principles of the Code

2. Disseminate the Code

3. Report on their Implementation of the Code

Signed by the highest representative of the entity



Private Sector Commitment to the Global Code of 
Ethics for Tourism

599 Signatories
from 70 countries

Since 2011

228 Active Signatories from
141 companies and 87 associations

Since 2026 - Excluding Suspension



Social EconomicEnvironmental Cultural



Private Sector Commitment to the GCTE

5 Reporting Areas:

Social Equity and Human Rights

Employment Quality

Corporate Governance and Business Ethics

Community Well-being

Environmental Sustainability



WCTE Priority Areas (2026-2029)

4 Priority Areas:

Priority 1: Sustainable Tourism Education in the era of 
global disruptions

Priority 2: Decent work, community empowerment for an 
inclusive & sustainable future

Priority 3: Sustainable tourism in the era of climate change, 
environmental disruptions & degradation.

Priority 4: Sustainable tourism in the era of digital 
disruptions and AI



The UN Tourism Framework Convention on Tourism Ethics,
inspired by the articles of the Code, was adopted, in the
five official languages of the UN Tourism, by the UN
Tourism General Assembly at its 23rd session, in September
2019.

Member States and other States shall deposit the
instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval and
accession.

After entering into force the Convention and the Global
Code of Ethics will coexist.



Adhesions to the 
Framework Convention 
on Tourism Ethics

5 countries
Albania (May 2022)

Lebanon (July 2022)

Nigeria (April 2022)

Seychelles (August 2022)

Ecuador (January 2025)

…5 more countries the Convention to get into force!



Tourism Framework Convention on Tourism Ethics





Thank you
wcte@untourism.int
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